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ITALIAN 
4 This emigrant came from th¢g city of Messina, Sicily 
and has been in this country for the last two years. He 
is evidently a hard working man when he gets the opportunity 
to work, which he claims has been mighty searce the last 
year, In fact he had to appeal to the Italian Benevolent 
Society for help, to keep himself and wife from starving. 
He claims to be a good stone mason, rough carpenter and ce- 
ment worker, but not being a union man, has not been able 
to connect with anything steady. 

He thinks this a peculiar country; that a man able 
and willing to work, is not allowed to, even if he works 
for less, than wages paid te union men. He states that 
it must be alright though or it would not be so. It was 
hard to make him undérstand, as he has a very poor grasp 
of the English language. Had to use an interpreter, and 
he was not what one call a howling success, even after hav- 
ing been in this country almost two years. It seems to be 
very difficult for the natives of southern Italy to become 
able to speak our language, whereas the people from north- 
ern Italy came to be able to master the language very well 
in a short space of time. 

This man's home in Messina was of ordinary type, the 
average of Italian working men. An extremely old house of 


four rooms, minus running water, gas or electricity. 
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Water was carried there from a public fountain, and his 
two sisters did their washing of clothes and etc, in the 
public square. He lived on the outskirts of Messina, had 
a small truck garden, and two goats, which provided both 
milk and cheese for the family. The food, as usual in 
Italian families of the poorer class; was good, but none 
to plentiful. The house was poorly furnished, from the 
American standpoint. His mother had the, only good mat- 
tress, the rest of them using straw matresses. 

He had served his time in the Italian Army, but 
found it very difficult to get permission to leave the can- 
try. By paying a small sum of money, a bribe in other words, 
he was given permission to leave. Arrived in New York 
in the spring, but he did not like it there, too many 
people and always in a hurry. He went to Pittsburg where 
he got a job in the steel mills, but found the work too 
tough. He then went to Chicago, did not like it there and 
came to San Francisco. After being there about three 
months, he married a Sicilian woman, and then his trouble 
began. 

He was undecided whether to stay here or go back 
to Sicily. However news from Italy, coming through the 
underground system, has made him decide to stay her@.and 
very thankful for the privilege of doing so. 


P:S: I think this man belongs to the Mafia. 
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ITALIAN 


*ne subject of this interview was an Italian 
girl, Maria, e bovt twenty seven years of age. ‘She 
came to California from Newark New Jersey in 1930. 
‘The past four years she has been working in a itt 
shop in Oakland. In 1931 she married an American 
born Italian. He was a musician and at the time of 
their marriage was employed with a dance orchestra 
in a local ball room, About six months after thetr 
marriage he lost his job and hes been unable since 
then to find steady work, The girl was working 
when she met him and has kept her job. For over 
two years she has been supporting her husband and 
their child which is now two years old. She is very 
discouraged and said she often thinks of killing 
herself. Her husband drinks whensver he can get it 
and often aistreats her. She said her family in 
Italy were well-to-do land owners and in spite of 
the hard times there, have been living well. 

Maria said she would like to go back to Italy 
mt that she is unable to do so on account of her 


husband and child, and the lack of money « 
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Before she came to California she was employed 
in a textile mill in New York. Her present employer 
is an old lady of reans, who operates a gift shop for 
a hobby. The girl practically runs the shop to suit 
herself. Often for weeks at a time she does not see 
her employer, who travels extensively. This girl 
lives ina tiny flat in the same building which houses 
the shop, She sees to church regularly and occasionally 
to a movie. She reads popular novels and does hand 
work, sometimes selling pieces she makes in the shop. 
At present, she is despondent and moody and hates 
the confinement of her life. She said she would leave 
her husband but she is afraid of the trouble he would 


cause her. 
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ITALIAN. e 


This immigrant, with his wife and one child, came 
from the city of Turin in the northwestern pert of 
Italy. He and his wife were both employed as janitor 
and janitress in the Academy of Sciences. ‘their 
average work was twelve hours a day, and plenty of work 
to do, as they never seemed able to keep up with it. 
Owing to the scarcity of money trey were always 
shorthanded which made them do double work. They 
saved whet money they could, often going without the 
necessities of life, trying to get hold of enoughys so 
they could buy a small farm. He and his small family 
lived in the basement of the building in two poorly 
furnished rooms; they were glad to get that, as they 
did not have to pay rent. Their food was the ordinary 
fare of the poorer lot of the Italians. As to their 
clothing, they never went anywhere, so it did not 
cost much and they wore it a long time. ‘This man 
neither smokes or drinks, quite strange in an 
Italian, 

iis wife's health started to break down from 
the heavy work, and seeing no opportunity to better 
their condition, Colombe decided to leave ltaly. 


He had intended to migrate to Brazil where his brother 
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had emigrated several years before, but he was persuaded 
to come to the United States instead. 

They were held up for over six months in Naples — 
before they received permission to depart and they 
just did make the quota allowed. If his army record 
had not been except onally good he doubted if he 
could have received permission to leave. They arrived 
in New York City.in due course of time,and had no 
difficuity in finding friends among his ewn people 
who guided him until he could get a smattering of 
English, which he picked up rapidly. 

Colombe worked herd at various jobs, receiving 
better pay than he had ever been able to make. His 
wife's health remained poor by the weather being 
too cold in the winter and too hot in summer for her, sO 
they decided to come west to California. 

Colombo has been here a little over a year; his 
wife has fully regained her hesith, 

He has a steady job with the Santa Fe Rail-Road 
making four dollars a day ss helper in the boiler houge 
and shops. He has been very lucky so far in not haveing 
been laid off, he doesn't know why, but plenty of older 
pends have been let out. Colombo has an idea that 
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because he tends to his work and tries to please © 
everybody is the reason he hangs one He has two children 
now end is going to make thea good 4mericans, They 
have a comfortable little home of four roans with ea 
mic e back yard which his wife has filled with flowers. 
They have a plentiful supply of good plain substan- 
tial fcod and good clothes, Wheat more could one want? 
if his wife could only learn how to speak Sngilish he 
would be very happy, but says she just can’t seem to 
learn it. Colombo never intends to go back to Italy 
he is perfictly contented here. 
This man is of the better laboring cless, uneducated 
but henest and industrious. He says" This cowmtry 
will come out of ite trouble all right; the rest of the 
world is very sick; leck out for war in the near future 


in Europe”. 
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The subject of this investigation is an Italian 
youth, cighteen years oid. He was born in Oakland, and 
has lived there al? his life. His parents are natureliz- 
ed citizens. They came from Italy about twenty-five years 
ego. The fether is engaged in the rooming house business. 
He is the proprietor of an inexpensive hotel in west Cak- 
land, which he leases from a real estate company. He has 
two other children beside the son whom I interviewed. 

They are both girls, still going to school. The son went 
to school until he was fifteen years of ege; since that 
time he has been engaged intermiténtly, first as a fisher- 
man on a boat. 

On his first trip he went to Alaska where they load- 
ed salmoh. On his second trip they carried fish from 
Monterey to Sen Pedro. After this he spent some time un-=- 
employed. Since then he hes had various jobs, mostly 
eround the fish boats or on the wharves. For some time 
he worked catching small fish whéch are used for bait. 
These fish he sold to other fishermen in a small shop in 
Oskland. 

He got merried at seventeen, just about a year ago. 
His wife is an American born Italian girl, his own age. 

At present he is unemplcyed and they sre living in his 


father's house. The father seems to think that his son 
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does not want to work,and there is much hard feeling 
between them. On several occasions they have almost 
come to blows. There is very little profit in the 
father's business, and the penurious circumstances in 
which they live sare almost too much for the young man's 
wife who apparently is well educated, in a cultural 
sence, but is without technical schooling or experience. 
The boy's mother seemed sympathetic but has little under- 
standing of their difficulties. In privste, the boy 
told me that if he did not get work soon, he was going 
to leave his wife and family and go off somewhere by 


himself, probably to South America. 
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STALIAN 


This subject is from a littie town nemed Feitre, in the 


‘province of Venice{?) or Trent) situsted in the nor’hern purt 


of Italy. It is « mountain town of sbout six thousand(?) in- 
hebitents. | 

This man, os his parents before hin, wes o silk weaver, 
until the bottem fell out of thet industry. 

His people owned @ small plot of ground, possibly three 
acres, & four roon house, and what he called severul gout sheds. 


The house was the usual peusa t domicile, no running 


water, but supplied from a well; kerosene lsmps; and scentily 


furnished, 


The cooking tras ‘done in « big outdoor oven, They ruised 


their own veretubles, chickens and ducks. A herd of eight scats 


supplied them with milk and cheese, with some left over which 
they sold in the town. 

He served his time with the italiun uray, mostly in 
Africa. After his diseharce from the ermy, he went back home , 
but found his Old way of living so dull, that he decided, to 


visit ameriea of «hich he hed heard so much thet the opportunities 


otos, : 4 j + 4 = 
of teeoming rich were so muny, was the pisce for him. He left 


home end went 86 Verice, wnmd from there he worked hie wey to 
Nannies. 
| Yound work there end steyed there aimost two years seving 


his noney in the meantime. lventuslly, heving saved up enough 


and ee one af quote clliowed, bourded the steamer and after a 
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in the steel pits. And was that work, 1l@ng hours and short 
pay. Worked almost » year there then cune to Chicago. 

Worked o short whiie in the stock yerds, but could not 
stand the climate, so his next jump wes to Cativorsic, so here 
he is, and here he is going to stick. 

Did several odé jobs, none of them lesting very lone, 

so decided to go into business for himself. Is doing very 
nieely for himseif in the window cleaning and porter profession. 
Is having an extremely h rd time mestering the English lunguage, 
but says he will succeed. ‘The mun is intelligent, but with 
Very littie schooling; one of the light conplexioned natives, 
looks es if there were Germann strsins in hin. ‘ever was in- 
terested in the political situation at home; ssid it would not 
have done him uny good if he hud, 

fo his mind, the United Stutes is the only land in the 
worid. 

Has his first papers, #74 is impatientiy waiting for 
two yeers to poss, so thet he cun cet his Pinsl popers, and so 
becone a full-fledged citizen. 

Boards with en Itelian family over on North Besch, plenty 
of good food, # good room, and clesn decent peopie to live with, 
so whist more could one ask? 

This man is a good cleun-minded men, and will make 4 good 


law-abiding citiven. . 
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ITALIAN 

This immigrant is a native of the town of 
Fermo, in the central eastern part of italy. The town 
has about twenty-five thousand inhabitants, and is 
 sidtuated several miles inland from the Adriatic Sea. 

The son of peasunts, he followed various 
callings for a living, and none of them proved very 
successful. He was at different times employed in the 
woolen milis, as a porter in the chureh, and in the 
water department, as a laborer. ‘The pay for his jobs 
was very poor compare. to the American rate of pay. H 
Having tired of trying to get anywhere in his home town, 
he moved to the seaport town of Ancona. 

After knocking around in Ancona for a few 
weeks, he obtained a job as deck hand on a steamer with 
a cargo for Naples. When he arrived in Naples, he was 
discharged, and was cheated out of the money that was 
his as wages. He had a very difficult time in Naples, 
eas the port was c:owded with men out of work. 

Eventually, he got a job as water tender on 
an Italian passenger and cargo steamer. He made one 
trip to the Argentine Reoublic, and another to Lngland. 
Then, as he heard so much about Americas from his fellow 


sailors, he decided to immigrate to America. 
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He was over eight months waiting for his 
passports as the quota had been filled and he had to wait 
his turn. Eventually, he arrived in New York City, and 
after he was there almost a month, he went to Reading, 
Sennsylvania, where he had no trouble getting a job with 
the Pennsylyania Railroad Company, as a laborer. He 
started to ‘oxk foe a dollar and sixty cents a day, and 
worked clong steadily until he was getting two dollars 
and twenty-five cents per day as a straw boss. Too 
many Italians of the wrong sort, mostly Sicilians, were 
working there, and es it didn't suit him, he quit and 
moved on to Chicago, where also he went to work for the 
Railroad. He worked in the Chicago yards for a year 
and a half, and still being dissatisfied, he headed for 
California. He had picked up the “nglish language fairly 
well, and he had not been Leng in San Francisco before 
he got a job as straw boss on the construction gang with 
the Southern Pacific. This tine the men under him were 
Mexicans, and very evsy to handle. 

He has been masking three dollars and fifty cents 
per day for sometine, and has been married, during this 

p AhtAe yt” 
period, also. Everything has been going ‘sieignt for hin, 
but if the Southern Pacific keeps laying off hands as 
they are doing now, he is wondering how seon it will be 


his turn; he's not particularly worried, tho, as he has 


been able to save up quite a bit of money. 
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As far as living conditions in this country 
compare with conditions in Italy, he says there is no 
comparison. In this country they live, and in the old 
country, they exist. Furthermore, the United States 
has nothing to fear whilst Europe is sitting on a 
powder keg. Politically, everything is Mussolini, and 
woe be it to any man that thinks and says otherwise, 
he says they just seem to disappear from of f the face 
of the earth, and no questions are «asked. 

He has his first papers, and is impatiently 
waiting for the time when he will receive his second 
papers, and become a full-fledged citigen. 

This men is hones$, and a hard wrker. No 


doubt he will make a decent and law abidiagg citizen. 
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ITALIAN 


This man, a brother of the previously discussed 
subject, emigrated to America in 1915 at the age of 
fourteen. He lived with his Aunt and Uncle, and 
sold papers for about two years, after which time he 
got a job ina fruit market. He studied at night to 
aqguaint himself with American speech and customs. He 
was interested in mechanical work and engineering and 
studied what he could of these subjects in his spare 
time. In 1922 he went to work in a garage assisting 
the mechanics, and after about two years was given a 
job as a mechanic in the garage. 

He worked at this job for about two years, and 
then quit and wekt inte bootlecging. From 1927 to 1931 
he continued in thie business «nd due to what he termed 
some “lucky breaks” he wes able to save about $20,000 
during this period of time. 

In 963, tiring of the strain, he left New York 
City, and went to San Francisco where he opened a 
gerage again with a friend of his brother's as a 
partners and has been engaged in that business since, 
making a good living. 

In 1932 he married an 4merican born girl of 


Italian descent. 4e has not any children. 
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He has encountered some racisl prejudice, espec- 
fally during the period during which he was in the illi-— 
cit liquor business, but generally he has not met with 
much difficulty on that score. 

He has no desire to return to italy. He is 
thoroughly “Americanized” and is an ardent supporter of 
Roosevelt, who he thinks, ranks with Mussolini as one 
of the ®oremost men in the world today. 

The depression failed to affect him, as he contin- 
ued ‘to prosper in the liquor business, and his gsrage 
business was started during a dark period, and has 
improved steadily. 
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IPALIAN 


This woman is about thrity five years old. She 
is short and stagio: She has a very beautiful comple- 
xion with a madonna like expression in her face. She 
works in a small restaurant that caters largely to . 
Italian people. 

Her father left Italy about twenty years ago 
and brought her with him. He had a small vineyard in 
Italy, but when he arrived in San Francisco he went 
into the bakery business with a friend. He worked 
at this trade until about five years ago when he and 
his wife returned to Italy to die. 

Her father and brothers supported her but occassion- 
ally she would work in a restaurant for some one the 
family knew and make a little money for extra clothes. 
These were all Italian restaurants and she never learned 
to speak English, only a few phrases. One time when 
she was working she met a very handsome man. He was 
invited to the house and they were married in three 
weeks. She says about héfwarriage, " x like it 
alright--before it was better, now he sick and I 
work too hard. Got to work six hour in restaurant; 
go home; clean house; wash clothes; cook. Got too muchy 


work but can't help, got to do. Before he got good 
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job, I stay home, no got too muelwork. Now I got 

too much work. What can do! I learn read leetle bit, 
enough. Maybe he get better, get job, I no have to 
work. I got a two boy, one girl, they help leetle 


bits too young, no can work much. 
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ee the beginning and that suffering saved probably a greater one. 


raged,you did not have the necessary hardness of muscles and brains 


equally strong body. Plenty of food and plenty of work. Sous 


to warn their beds as soon a little cold rolls dow from the Sierra , | 


Then ‘with a gentle touch of sarcaem : —Don't you know that most 


we the American leaders began their career from the rank and file 7- 
it often happened to me to open a magazine and read a biography of 
‘prominent men in politics,science or business ,starting with the very 
appealing chapter of selling newspapers,or a twelve hour a day job , 


for three dollars:per week. Your life was too sasy in Europe, too 


Sasy in this land of abundance ,when earning a good kaawing living 


for aman of your education was not difficult. Put once the storm 


ne to guide your ship towards a safes harbor . And. blessed be the SERA Pe 


which Quickly answered your SOS and saved you from the humiliation of 
begging your friends for a dollar. 


Then séikeeia softening the unpleasant remark with a large gesture 


of his heavy hands : -1 don't want to offendyin the least,but I must 


be rude . If some day I will be blessed with a son ,I shall prepare 
him to meet the emergencies of life ,and build a strong soul in an , 
parents, re 


afraid to send their children out without heavy wool garments ,ready 


he an RE the fight with the boy next door,are pitiful to me. 
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fers nies from Hg te 8s And to feed us ,only the strong aN 
arns of my fathor ,one acre of land and a cow ,fat when the harvest 
was abundant and scheletrical when the drought ruined the crop. 
| adtoling ? Certainly , t4i2 the age of seven ,enough to learn our 
Or signature and keep us from bothering mamma ,who slaved all day long 
Washing clothes ,baking maize bread ,mending rags and brXtig to keep 
the house clean . After seven ,1% was time to go to work. ‘ly father 
was of the opinion that too much school makes children lazy and opsns 
the mind to unhealtg dreams. 
Then when April appeared and the grass on th® mountains was less than 
ene foot high,hs used to hire us out to some ghepherd across the boun- 
daries ,in Switzerland,entrusting us to him throughout the summer. A 


gack,s80me poor garments,an alpenstock ,and running from sunrisé 


Ga 
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sundown after sheepy on the pasture .. Nightfall,and there cane our 
Supper of bread ,cheese ,milk ,to retire to a bunch of hay ,with some 
more hay for a pillow. At the end of the season ,my father used to 
collect from the shepherd as much as seventy-five lires.. Imagine ,lese 
than ten dollars for three months of hard work ,in dangerous mountaing , 
where every season several boys never came back. Fut one cannot be 
& coward when there is a dire necessity. 
In the fall we hunted for tourists in San Mauritz ,four miles oray 

from the vil§age ,offecring wild flowers ,carrying their bags ,gjumping 

- in the lake to fish the coins they threw in juaking ourselves useful 

: in hundred different ways for the sake of the Little money we proudly 

gave to mother in ths evening . 


At fourteen ,a boy of the working class is considered a man and well 


able to start learning a trades ,and true to custom,mg father managed 


@ send me oe the mountains again,this time ag stone masonshelpen . | 
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' Mind you,at that time there were no whselbarrows available. The old 


malt bucket had to be carried up on the cliff for ten hours a day, 


i 


and there was one helper for every two stome masons . God help the boy 


Pe ewdsneha Wie \ctons mason Adie. for-one minute... So inch by inch ywith 
the sweat of these Italian boys ,mins included ,were built those psauti- 
ful snake-like roads on the Alps thru wich the roaring guns passed 
later ,bringing destruction to the same people ,who - irony of fate - 
paved their way to death. 
In 1905 the wages of the best stone mason ware five lire per day, 
the helpsr getting from one to two according to the age and strength, 
No wonder that 1 learned ths value of money . I plodded along learning 
the trade thotoughly till the age of twenty ,whan compulsory military 
law called ms to enlist in the national army . That was in 1911 . one 
year later I was in Tripolitania to fight Arabs and Fedouins tili 191%. 
“iy class was kept xaxx in servies very long ,due to the World War,and 
l was left in Africa Bhat provably is thes reason that I survived. When 
you meet a man of my class ,that is ,born in 1891,and who lived thrbu 
the ordeal of the war ,you can consider him a rarity ,a man with: hard skin. 
Most of them remained among the dunes of Africa or the glaciers of the 
Alps. 
Was I discouraged during all those years ? Not a bit. I can recall 
them the happiest of my life . If it were not for-the drinking waters of 
_Bengasi wish which were gastly polluted ,I would not hesitate to go thru 
,aeain .fut the hateful dissenteria mkgk which afflicted ae for tho” 
years after my dicharge and still continues to disturh if 1 over indulge 
in cating,is not a pleasent remembrance of Africa. 
Honorably dfcharged from the army ,with three hundred lire in my zs- 
_ pocket (shepatomal Italian government valued wy loyal servics of sight 


. years nob more than that ) I went back to my family . One of my brothers 


pee had been killadin the. war . I had been REX away from home eight years and 
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SS eae 
* I am sad to say I did not get a very warm graeting. It was not very 
“encouraging for my family to have me back with few lire§jin my pocket 
and with a sick body,espscially with ths misery resulting from war, 

and bread being sold on the scale of grams. I was in now condition to 
Maxk Sat maize oread for that wag the only kind available.What I 
nesded was a strict healthy dist and a room to myself .And to ag -Yravate 
matters I was too weak to work. I slept in the old barn ,alona,on the 
hay ,the seven months that I remained in Italy. Vy father could not 
be made to understand that a sick man could not possibly work ,and 
said | was lazy and good for nothing else but to read those hogrid 
big books I had brought back with me from the army ,and those that 
the village prisst would lend me from tims to tine .Life for ms was 
miserable then . If it hadn't been for my good mother ,who always had 
a smile and saw vo it that I had a good dish of soup ,it would have 
been unbeareble . 

Brooding and contemplating, 1 turned my thoughts to migration . 1 wrote 

\ 

to a cousin whe was in California for my far@ ,and in less than a 
month ,everything was set for my new adventure . 

Needlsss asking if I was glad to go. The evening before 1 was to 
leave ,after a special supper, whieh my dear mother had prepared to 
my liking ,I asked my father if he could not give me thse three hun-— 
dred lire I had entrusted to hig kseping ,so that 1 may at least havs 
some monsy to ksép in my pocket for any emergency. He flatly « : ; 
saying that an emigrant does not need any money on a steamship where 
é6verything is paid for,that I would get food ,confortable bed and 
plenty of rest . Only the silent appeal of my mother ke 
loosing my temper towards my father . 

The following day ,when 1 said farewell ,hs kissed me and gave me 


two hundred of the three hundred lire I had asked for, and then reachsd 


for his handksrceif to brush away ths mist appearing in hig eyea. Foor 
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old man ! He passed away last year ,but I still have vivid memories of 
him . In his heart he meant to be good ,but hardship and the burden of 
so large a family deeply influenced his character. Every year ,for the 
Christmas holidays I used to send him ten dollars ,and five each to my 

mother and my sisters,and judging from the affectionate expressions in 


their letters ,thsy certainly appreciated the little gift . 


e 
The first year in the new land was not very rosy for me. I came direc 


ly to California ,to be exact near Bakers field swhere the cousin who 
had sent me the fare owned a dairy . My first job was at milking cows, 
about twenty of them each day ,mksk which was a hard task even for 
these big hands of mine . In the winter time I was afflicted with 
Cchill-—blains and compslied to leave the job ,altho I was still in debt 
towards my cousin for about two hundred dollars . 

Few words of Englidkat my command ,few dollars in my pockst ,1 moved 


* 


to the nearest town ,Bakersfield ,where a good natured Polish roomkseper | 


gave me shelter on credit . After a short time of job hunting ,I succesdei 
and’ Was what I LEN: a position of first class ,as soon as aterted to ; 
shift skoamtaxodaxc’ on the trucks ,thousands of oig ice cakes . “y boss | 
was amazed at my skill and strength in the storags room . Six dollars 

a day . In six months I paid the indebteness to my cousin ,and gave 

him an additional three hundred dollars to help him with buying of 

more live stock . 

A scrap with the foreman and 1 left the job ,to move to San Francisco 
where I went back to my old trade as stons mason . Many side walks in 
this tdwn and in Daly City know my hands, When I left that job ,during 
& slack season ,my bank account was of three figures . 

But what I likes best is the janitor job I got immediately after and 
that I am still holding . Eighty dollars per month and room in a beau- 
ti-full apartament house up on Vann Ness ave hills ,with plenty of time 


to read and study in th t 
dy & afternoons and évenings . When wages where 
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better I reached as much as 120 psr month plus some extras that I 
made on washing cars for some wealthy tenants. 

Everybody is satisfied with my work ,ths manager,the owner,the tenants. 
No one has ever had caus? to complaint against Giacomo in ths apartament 
house . Many ladies find pleasure in chatting with m3 and 1 don't need 


to go xm out for my lunch or to the store for a good @igar. My wages 


are now 90 dollars per month ,but I can still save 60 and I haves no maxx*xe 
worries for the future . — have time and means for occasional recreation, 
as the movies a good theater or an interesting lecture and withall I 
am satisfied with my condition . 

My savings are above ten thousand and in case of smergency I can live 
on the interest for many years to come . 

Depression 7? Not for me ,my friend. Forty five yeare old ,with all 
“my teeth and strong too,willing to work ,to enjoy life ,I face the fu- 
ture with confidencs . 

I'm a citizen and a good one . If some day ,perkBaps soon , I decide 
to marry a nice old fashion girl ,not so young,you understand , when my 
time cames ,I hope to leave behind in San Francisco ,many clean windows, 


and a respectable family . 
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PERSEVERANCE, 
By C.Zito. 


The warmth of the fire-lit library did not seem to penetrates 


the conversation between elderly Mr.and Mrs. Astare, who were discuss-— 
the forthcoming marriage of thetr only and adored daughterA Adsle, 
It wag quite evident that nei ither approved of this union,first proaus4 
a: his social standing. Altho of a refined family he did not meet. with 
their expectations. Then his position was not such as to permit their 
daughter to enjoy the luxiuries she had been accaustomed to .Neverthse- 
less, pretty headstrong Adele would have it so, and so it came to pass. 


The wedding was a well ordered affair, with a wedding brodke 
fast after, to which omly the most intimate relatives were invited. 
They were the most talked of couple in the vicinity, inseperable and 
suffieient unto themselves. Pierrs resented every moment he must be 
away from her , his only consolation at his day's work being that as 
a result of it he would be able to surprises her with little gifts to 
make life easier for her. 


But alas! this happiness was short lived, The end of the 
secon year found Adele an expectant mother and Fierre already gone 
to sternity.Shs returned to her fathers’ house where she was scor 
blessed with a son whomm she called Pierre .Threaxysaxrsxatatk 


Three years after sorrow again towsred over the Astare kau» 
household,this time with the death of good Mrs. Astare. Greitstricken 
and unconsolable Wr. Astare became critically ill. Speacthalists were 
Called in and several major operations performed. At the end of a year 
Mr. rAstare was pronouncedgamx completely out of danger altho quite 
woak. Due to the great expenditures his balance at the bank had dwind- 
led down tc nothaéng and to aggravate matters they had raplaced him at 
the office. 


They must keep up appearances 


» it would never do to have 
their friends find them in this state of misery, But how and where? 
It was highly improper. for Adele altho’ still young to go to work. 
" 2 + = >) € 
‘Oh, what to do,for especially in southsm Italy in their lovely Palerm 
; * > ; 
beginning with the middle class it is not befitting a lady to do anys 


thing but dainty handwork, or if her <a is for any one of the 
arts such as music, painting or writing, she may specialize in any ons 
Or git if it be her desire, but not for peat Secale et pein purpose. 


Lila , Mr.Astare's neice , had come to the U,ited States 
fifteen years before and had made quite a success of it. With four 
childspen and her husband , they had had. heavy financial losses in Italy. 
With what they had left,they finally decided to tome to the United 
Stated and start all over again. 


In the beginning it was quite défficult for them. Lila's 
husband had a good education, but he could not hide the fact that 
he didi not know the English languagem. And that was his greatest 
peed? cap for beside that he was 4 persistant go-getter. 
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They struggled for the first four years and then luck struck 
in the right place, An opportunity presented istself in the form of a 
forsadgn exchange business.He madé very well climbing to the top in.a Mes: 
very short time . He was very thouawerul Siewanahd s family and saw to % ,, 
that they Add svery thing nedded for their comfort and ease. 

it was with these that Mr] Astare and Adele consutted . 
Encouraged by Lila,who had been brought up by this uncle vai who adored 
him and who sent their fare th they were finally ssttled in an apartment 
of their own ,in a fairly good sectioh of the town not far from her hom 
house. With her affectionate anderstanding and financial aid, they were 
aole to recover Somewhat from thsir recent trials. 


Old Mr. Astare was not able to work,so Adsle must needs be 
fitted into something.She had a dectided calling for fancy handwork. 
But she grieved much and was miserable at the mere thought of going out 
to work and leaving her son and father all day. Thru her great skill 
aidhthhe nesdls and the fine work she turned out, she managed a living 
for the thzee of them.Thang gradually thru connections and acduaintance 
she was fairly on her feet , and ssem to settle down to her environment 


Then came the end for Mr. Astare,which set her back several 
months, for she was indeed attached to her father.With the everfaithiul 
Lita and the kind sympathy of devoted friends, she recoverdd her olg 
self and continued her work.Junior was now in the second year of High 
Sahoo] ,but ib was plainly visible that school and he were not congen@l 
to each other, ..So the next best thing was decided. He was mechanically. 
minded,but mot physically fit for the vecaxtion. He was taken into 
custody by some Igyal friends ,who owned a fine dress manufacturing 
a: sand taught the art of cutting,aided by a course in the evenigg 
schoo 


At the time that life was beginning to take on a diftferénn 
aspect for both of them, along comes Wall Street with it's Riff? 
Bang! Crash! and with it their small investments and saving gs, truly 
hardearned, and to add to their burden also their jobs. They have had 
to struggle at whatevor they were able to grasp,since,with the result 
thru worry and tribulations it has made an old man of Junior ,who is 
amere child counting twenty-one years at his next birthday and a orok» 


en down old lady of Adele, who in spite of it all smifingly says,"Let's 
Carry on and see it thru 
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Interview by David D. Craig. 


Italian born in Rome; age fifty four. As a boy he worked at odd 


jobs. Coming from the lower class he got no schooling while young. 
He used to steal,with other boys of the street,from the fruit 

and vegatable carts that abounded the city's downtown traffic. 
Then he was conscripted into the Army when he was sixteen. Here 
he learned the discipline and ardorous tasks of a soldier for 
king and country. He says it was all work and no pay. The pay per 
day amounted to a few cenis; most of which was taken by the gov- 
ernment for servites to the soldiers which they ##e#¥ never re- 
cieved. The rest. was spent on women and in the numerous govern- 
ment canteens where wine of the cheapest sort was sold for twice 
the price in civilian wine shops. But Army regulations dad not 
allow a first time enlistment man out of the barrack ground. And 
ény love affairs on the part of the recruits had to be done sub 
rosa. Caught out of the restricted area and the penalty was most 
severe sometimes another year of service being added on to the 
initial enlistment. 

After five years service,subject came into civilian life again. 
Everything was stranfe and new. He had no civilian fre@nds and 
had no idea where is parents were. He searched for work but found 
it exceedingly hard to eek out a bare living. So,he turned to 


_ petty thievery. The tourists made it easy for him to make a soft 


lifing. Then the World War came. He hated the Army; had ho pat- 
riotic feelings toward Italy and therefore when he was conscrip- 
ted the second time he escaped over to Swit zerland. Here he 
easily passed as a native and he began seriously to try and make 
& living in some honest trade. He became an apprentice in the 


silversmith trade. He worked hard and long hour@g. He was shmewd 


and started a small shop two years after the War. Then he return- 
to Italy. Here he made application for entry into the United States. 
In 1925 he came over and took out citizenship papers. He took his 


citizenship oath in San Francisco and is now in the breadline 


every day as he says he can get no work and patriotic orgina- 
zations have no use for foreign born. 


Regu: ae een ie Milae Italy ia 1888, His fateer was a railread 

ae aad & secislist. c.M. WAS U edeaat ise firemea uatil the eut- 
preak ef t4e war. He appesed the war aad fer twiz ke and bis father 
were beth fired frea treir Taha After the war ke e@ebtsiecmed werk aa 
the Fiat Autesebile rerks. He werked kere fer bias years aad 

duriag tais time teek ai active oart ia ergamiziag the werkers and 
tLeachiag classes ia socialism aad cowmuaiam. He becawe a Gauenatd 


{ 


in 1920. Im 1922 twe werkers began te take ever tee factories ia 
geveral eoilee wmertBerm Italy aad C.M. wag ome of theo moat active 
ergaaizers of tae werkers ia the Fiat plaat. The werkers sieged the 
plant but due te the wmajerity ef the Geko beimg syadicalists 

tee y did aet seize tae the paver of tee ceverament. O.M. and the 
reat of the comauaists could aet Zet the suppert of the ma jerity 


-@f the workers te stize the city amd state Jevermmenta. The workers 


ps 


were centent te held: the factery. The fagselgt. blach swirt militi¢ 
under the leaderakip of Mussiliai reuted the werkera fram the 
faeteries., In tee fight that fellewed ene of OC.M.'s brethers aad 
hie father were killed by the pelice. The communists called a 
denonstratien aghinet the terrer. G.M. was the apeakers Im tke 
struggle by the pelice te preak up the mee hin: aad arrest tae. ¢peaker 
& police mar waa killed aad C.M. escaped. He first went te France 

ant taea cawe to America. He is at present eapleved but aot waking 
very auch, He 18 guklanuly ane ihine aa uprisiag against Mussilisa 
‘when ke inteads Jo retura te Ttaly. He says tee fascista sare having 


treuble ia their owa ranks. aK as 
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ITALIAN 


The subject of this interview was an Italian man 
about thirty five years old. He is a butcher by trade. 
At present he works in a small butcher shop in Oakland. 
He is a member of the meat cutters Union and is bitter- 
ly opposed to non-union butchers, particularly the 
Chinese, who, he ways, sell poor grades of meat much 
cheaper than their competitors. He is single, and liv- 
ing at home with his mother and brother. 

His father, who was a sausage maker, died in Italy 


about ten years ago. Shortly after his death his brother 


‘game to the United States, and a year or two later sent 


for him and his mother. He was unemployed most of the 
time in Italy and he said that he and his mother had a 
very hard time after his father's death. He learned 
the butthering business in Oakland, where he spent three 
years working in a slaughter house. Later, he worked in 
@ meat packing plant. The last two years he has been 
working in a small whop weiting én retail trade. This 
he considers about the peak of his profession. 

He has never been unemployed for more than «6 few 
weeks at a time. He belongs to no other organization 
but his union, does not go to church, and spends most of 


his evenings in Dance halls, cafes, or the movies. 


wo 


oh oe ‘ 
ab £? Se tee 


u 


as 
er - v7 
7 me De we 4; a is. is aT 


7 "1 ’ 
oe Z ne oid 29% 
ao give at emis 
* ‘ - ‘see 
, " %2 
\ a 
¢ : : ‘ . £ itis sei etedasu o att 
: ¥ we . 2 as 
’ ,esved. <atingule «al batteane orem a 4 
_~ A . e J og ty tf. { x r aed ia tf z Aan 7 teen 3 
. ¢ ~ ye a — 
; ; i t } z f (Ft) a a SLE Be TtL ark 
. + 
“ : ne o whoa ett Fe oda exebte ‘of 
. Ca 
; | % Ee a4 
<ot bereiqeae paed Tetan aed” ‘oF 
y ‘te oD. 
i a g ~ P de > 7 
: LorTi a youto ad od @etetec or ree , 
s i I i Bd ra : 


wy 


toed o oF” ball asi & 


He is able to read and write English, although he 


has never gone to school in this country. 


He said his 


mother goes to church on Sunday. His brother is the 


head janitor in a downtown office building. 


is single. 


ab 


He also 


ITALIAN 


The subject of this narrative is from Iucca; 
his antecedents resided in that vicinity for generations. 
He seems to have decended from hardy and vigorous 
stock. He is sixty years of age at the time of inter- 
view. Broad shouldered, deep chested and stands erect, 
yet there is a history of three tubercular cases in 
that family, two fatal. 

It is now 1694. Giovanni is the oldest of four 
children of a typical Italian working class family 
occupied at his trade as a stone mason. Their neighbor's 
nephew, Anton, was then leaving for the United States 
and recited fascinating stories of the easy money to 
be madee His present wages in comparison seemed 
pitiful. He was eager for a change, so they left Italy, 
together, for San Francisco where promised employment 
awaited them with the vegetable commission merchants. 
Anton was of an adventurous temperament, very skillful 
with cards as Giovanni remembers, and after a short 
while left for Zasho, where he seemed to prosper. 

Giovanni's job was to help get the markct ready 
by 3:30 aem. for the truck loads of green vegetables, 
which would begins to arrive from the gardens ofi the 
then outskirts of San Francisco where Ocean avenue 


is at present. Among his many other menial duties was 
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to cull the stock; put the small potatoes in the bottom 
of the sacks; brim the dead leaves from the cabbages 

and lettuce. He seemed to indulge himself reflecting 

on this and similiar episodes. “Sverything here graftia, 
never changa, always be like isa! American bull!" I 
reticently thought; were not nearly all of our so-called 
American practices imported via Burepe! From the 
tortured Indians, by the hands of the Spanish Conguerors 
to the "spottings" of Al Capone? His customers were 
mostly Italians from the “atin section; conducting 

their shops provincially. 

Almost all the people he met and associated with 
were Italian, those he worked for and with; the "trade"; 
and his landlady of the “Lucca House" in street. 
There seems to be a specific gravity to environment. The 
pull is to the approBative lowest level. His reaction 
to the consensus of opinion was that America was an 
illusions; italy, real. 

He returned at this time. He worked sat his old 
trade, married. One year later a boy was born to them. 
The economic condition in Italy remained unchanged. 

They led a very frugal existance. From his short 
experience in 4“merica, he subconsciously thought there 
was better opportunity for him with the pesponsibility 
of a family and submitted to the suggestions of his 


wife to return. 
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3901 finds Giovanni established in a typical Italian 
fruit store, adjacent to the "Imeca House." Dealing 
almost entirely with his countrymen his inclinations 
have always remained so. ‘That was to his detriment. 

To this day after nearly forty years in this country his 
speech is in a marked vernacular. 

During the ensuing eighteen years, three mor 6 
children were born; two bpys and a girl. His mode of 
life and character of business remained the same, but 
in his stolid way, he managed to buy a small house and 
provide for his family. . 

His wife died during the 1920 influenza epidemic 
leaving that. young family on his hands. There is no 
substitute for a mother. The germ of disintegration 
sét in; his sons, especially, were out of his control. 
The contributing factor may have been the long hours the 
store required. The three youngest children were attend- 
ing school. The oldest boy hoboed, as he said. The — 
girl assumed the duties of the mother; keeping house, 
preparing the father's dinner every night, as late as. 
11 peme 3 arising at 6 a.m. to make the breakfast for 
the family,. Between her school and duties, it was 
a very arduous task for a child, 

The boys helped in the store after school and on 
Saturdays. Ee was scolding and severe, but they were 
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at least learning the rudiments of the business. 
They abruptly decided to leave him when offered work 
with a chain grocery company, the older boy later 
becoming manager. The burdens on the girl increased as 
she was forced to take the boy's place in the store. 
She finally broke under the strain. Tuberculosis 
developed and she died a year later, 4928. 

At the beginning of this present depression the 
father's business was depleted. Most of his customers 
s had charge accounts. Nearly all were of the unskilled 

laboring workman class who were the first to be affected 

a by the depression, | 
fhe sons saw the handwriting on the wall. It 
5 was impossible for the father to continue in that section. 
Through their insistance they all peoled their recourses 
and opened a grocery store in the Ingleside District, a 
high, middle-class residential section of San Francisco. 
The sons, having knowledge of the operation of a modern 
store, arranged one accordingly; their experience with 
the chain store served them, 

Tne father seems set in his ways, perhaps from his 
long and close assocation with his countrymen. He 
is unadaptable to this new entironment, and he is chagrined 
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afternoons smoking his "“Tuscano" cigar. He is entirely 
out of place in s store of this types; cannot take orders 
over the phone make deliveries or wait on the customers, 
however the sons are managing successfully considering 
the ceneral economic condition. 

Recently the older eon married, and 1s now arrang- 
ing to buy the building and install livine quarters 
above the store. The fsther is returning to Italy to 

“live with hie niece in Imeca. He is frustrated, After 
, the girl died, the horise wis deserted, The boys. roomed 
| et a hotel rather than live under the father's roof. 

The home is fer sale for lees then half its original 


coste 
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TTALIAN 


This men has been in this country four years, 
coming from the city of Florence, in central Italye A 
landscape gardener by profession, he nat’ been employed 
in the Botanical Gardens of Florence since early child=- 
heod. He worked his way from one of the mediccre 
positions to the positions of supervising foreman, 4 
sort of Assistent Superintendent. 

Being a single man he had been doing very well, 
saving e little money and living very well, until he had 
got mixed up in the political situation, being forced to 
side with his superiors to hold his job. It turned out 
unfortunately for him, as the entire regine was bundled 
out snd a new set, he calls them bleckshirts, were put 
in charge. He loafed in the city for several months, 
being hindered from getting anything to do, end a con- 
stant drain on his sevings, he left Florence and went 
to Rome. After about a month's time he obteined a 
position as common gerdener in the Vatican Gardens, but 
as the pey was small and the hours long he decided to 
try his fortune in the United States. 

‘He is slightly crippled in that one of his legs is 
about three inches shorter than the other. For this 


reason he hed been exempt from military service and for 


the same reason it made it much more easy for him to 


leave Italy as the Italian Government hss not much use 


we 


. 


A sient iodine auivuat te ytte oat at 
hoyo tine anes Bait Oi dabsaptiosned a 
'sbiado “hry aotiasosegeLT ft waphrad: é 
a anther ait to ge, noet yee, atc shapbee ha 
(TMS TOTS oe Petre ine “be aitnt? igo oth sae 
maser ented tari "has tia 
hind qe? artes ved Beh et demaee iar tan igt it 
Dion etn tne tte ea petro iy: nova 
of-Seorst saled ,aeituerty Lan #hEeg ert? we “Sine ne 
deo Hague 3T o.dat: sit bie ee: sea WN elt tte Veale 4 
Des Ltaong exe eather ontdes ot an jai te a ae 
ti eager ,wtrtimmeotd eedd ine ‘eet. abe: pan sei tare 
Peete, t Cwitersa tor ei Z “b Reteot wi oynite ak 
908 43 Be {ob ot ay bid Sha vl aan ret ovat ached a 
teesen ‘Busia Bona tee oe: ee att, re eter oie 
a Suskatde od os a NTS a cco ea ee 
eat seebaad) ReDLISY ota ark, sprang oe J 
on buntoek ot 0 seat: Hi ie erably 


hence io png: 


Slee i Se e 
errs! sears 


for a man that they can not use for some military 
purpose. 

Arriving in New York, he passed the Immigration 
Authorities without any trouble which was a great 
relief as he had thought that on account of the 
difference in his limbs they might send him back; he 
found his fears groundlesso 

He picked up a few odd jobs in New York through 
Italian Priunin: enough to keep him going until he could 
come to Galifornia where he intended to try to follow 
his particular line of work. cario put in his spare 
time trying to master the English languege, which seem- 
ed to come very hard to him; he was helped a great deal 
by his roommate who had elready been in this country 
some years. } 

Eventually Gavia landed in California, but the 
only job he was sable to get was on 4 vegetable ranch 
down the NOS is It was hard work and plenty of it 
with the very commonest of living quarters and fare, but 
he stuck with it, keeping his eyes open for something 
‘better to come his way. He leased himself an acre and 
a half with a small shack on it and started his present 
business of supplying florists with flowers and plants. 
Cario at the present time has five acres of his own, 
employs three men, and is doing a fine business, some- 


thing he claims he never would have been able to do in 
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his own country. 

He had never been able to get much of an education 
in the old country but since coming to Sen Francisco he 
married an Italian girl,born in this country»who had a 
High School education. She is doing her best to teach 
him, and he is doing very well. He has never regretted 
leaving Italy end thinks the United States is the only 
place on the globe. With a bright future before him, a 
; good wife, »lenty to eat and drink, good clothes to wear 


and being his own boss, what more could 46 man wish for? 
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ITALIAN 

This man and his wife are from the small town of 
Ivrea, in the province of Piedmont, in the northwestern 
section of Italy. The town, a small one of about nine 
thousand inhabitants, is situated on a small stream named 
Baltea. The man and his wife both worked in manufactur- 
ing plants: the woman in a Vermicelli, and the husband 
in a cotton factory. They lived as did the usual peassnt 
class; their home was three small rooms, poorly furnished, 
and their food substantial of its kind, “acaroni, fish, 
vegetables and claret, with now and then, on a Sunday or 
holiday, a chicken or duck. 

They averaged ten hours a working day and the day 
of the woman was about equal to forty cents .n American 
money and the man's about one dollar and ten cents. ‘the, 
had worked this way all their lives as had their parents 
before them. The father had been killed in the battle 
with Austrians in the late war which left him to carry 
on for his mother and two sisters. His mother having 
passed away and his two sisters getting married left him 
snd his wife free and, having come to the conclusion they 
were getting nowhere, they decided to try one of the biz 
cities and see if they could better their circumstances. 

They went to Turin about forty miles from their 
old home walking the distanee pulling their scant "be= 
Laon inee in a little homemade ecart. As they could find 
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no steady work in Turin they went down to Genoa. They 
fared a little better, but nothing to brag about. They 
both worked at house ¢leasaning and porter work but could 
get nothing steady to do. While in Genoa they heard a 
great deal about the United States and began savéhg ever ; 
penney they could get a hold of towards the passage money 
to this country. 

They eventually made their way down the coast, on 
a small steamer to Naples. The wife fortunately cot a 
job in one of the hotels while he did longshore work. 
They made their application for passports but is was over 
three months before they got any action. He had served 
his time in the army end in the first reserve and he 
thinks the authorities hold up permission, because they 


did not want his kind to leave the country, he having 


been a sergeant of infantry and understanding several 
languages. Finally having received permission they 
came to New York by steerage. 

Arriving in New York in the middle of summer was 
not so good and having located friends in San Francisco 
they came to California and they gay there is nothing 
on earth that would compel them to leave. They have been 
here four years and only one to go before he becomes a ~ 
citizen. When he gets his final papers, he will be an 


American and not an italian American. He says that if 
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the people of America understood the truth of “urope 
they never would complein about conditions in this coun- 
try. He has a nice little four room flat, comfortably 
furnished, a baby son, a nice wife, a one man women, a 
fairly good job ina macaroni factory, so what more 
could one wish for. 

Something strange in Italians: he and his wife 
are both Protestants. He thinks that President Koosevelt 
has a big job eut out for himself but he is just the man 
to do it; another Garibaldi. As for this California 
election he thinks it is a very mixed up mess, too 
many promises mean too meny lies. This couple =zre 
fairly well educated, both having gone to night school 
for two years besides what education they were able to 
receive inthe old country. Both man and woman are of 
the fair Nordic type. These make desirable citizens, 
honest and straight-forward. 
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ITALIAN 

This is a story rather typical of the local 
Italians during our dry era. 

Pete is from Northern Italy where he was born, in 

1900. He left Italy when twenty year’ old and has 
been here in the bay region fifteen years. 

His father was a farmer, owing his small farm, 
raising moct of his own food, and working for others 
when possible, 

Pete worked at the Pottery in west Alameda for 
several years, but along in 1926 he concluded he 
could make more money at bhotlegging, like many 
others of his compatriots; and Opened what he called 
a "Joint", here in Alameda, and, although he was 
arrested several times and fined, he made and saved 
moneys He would run a place until it got too “hot" 
and then close it and open another, and so on until 
the end of prohibition. He finally bought, from one 
of his countrymen, half interest in a small gold 
mine in the mountains, somewhere near Sonora, Calif=— 
omnia. The two of them are now working this mine and 
making a little money. 

Pete was married for a short time but they 
could not make a go of it and were divorced in 1929. 
There was one child, a girl. He has never applied for 


citizenship. 
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ITALIAN 


This man is a native of the city of Neples, 
who emigrated to this country shortly after the close 
of the world war. | 

His father had been a contractor in Naples, 
and had done a lucrative business. He had sent his son 
to a private academy where he had as companions only the 
children of people in comfortable circumstances. 

His father and one of his brothers had been 
conscripted into the army, and so he had been compelled 
to return to his home in order to take care of his mother. 
But it was not long before he was also conscripted and 
sent to the front. His father and brother were both 
killed at the battle of the Piave, and his mother died 
shortly afterwards, of grief. He himself had been wound- 
ed twice and slightly gassed but it will always remain a 
marvel how anyone survived the horror of those years in 
the trenches. 


At the close of the war, on being released from 


service, he returned to Naples and rescued what he could 


from their former small fortune. After everything had 
been settled he found himself the possessor ef a few 
hundred dollars and a desire to leave Italy for good. 
He decided to come to California, and after 
obtaining the proper passports, in a slightly illegal 


manner, he took a steamer, second class, for New York. 
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After a very stormy voyage he reached his destinetion, 

and after passing the Immigration authorities stayed for 

a month in New York City. Then he took the train for Calif- 
ornia. He arrived safely and has been here ever since. He 
married an Irish woman after being here three years, in 

which time he had studied hard to master the English lang- 
uage nad is proud of the fact that he has really done so well. 

He and his wife were married by 2a Judge of the lower 
courts, as he himself had been raised a Catholic and his wife 
was raised in the Protestant faith; it was the only course 
they could pursue. They now have several children; two boys 
and two girls to be exact; and having steady employment he 
has been able to buy a five room house in the Sunset district 
on the installment plan. The future looks exceedingly rosy to 
him. He is employed as head bookkeeper by a large commission 
house and although the hours are long and the work rather 
trying, he has no complaints to make, considering the condition 

some of his friends are in through the present depression. 

He has trouble with his lings occasionally, as a result 
of being gassed by the Austrians while in the trenches, but 
that is growing less and less as time goes by. He thinks, from 
all appearances, that another great war is in the offing and 
is very thankful for the fact that he is in America and not in 


Italy. America can live in the future while Europe is dying 


~ 
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- fhe subject of this nerrative was born in 5olognas 
Italy in the province of Cigealfine Gaul. in speaking 
of which he said it resembled California very much in 
Climate and in the productivity of the soil where they 
raise olives vineyards, dairies, vegetables of all kinds, 
chickens ete. The farms were rented on the tenantry 
system on a fifty fifty basis. Ee said the farmers were 
very kind end thrifty and this method of rental preved 
beneficial to eli parties concerned. 

fie attended school through the third crade which 
is equivalent to the sixth grade in cur school, they 
— have mere days per year in Italy ani each grade. takes 
. one year to complete whereas we take only six months to 
each grade. Ee came to this country with a sister at 
the age of fourteen and went to Illinois where his fa- 
ther wae living, and working as @ foreman in a gas 
| eaapscy, and for whom he has worked up to the present 

time which is nearly forty years. Ke has been pleced 

under his father as apprentice repairing meters in which 
he became very proficiest and worked for three years. | 
Being of an erratic @isposition he decided to quit and 
soon after obtained a position with the A packing 
ecoupany making bologna sausages, here he worked three 
years, 
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until e friend wrote to him from Celifornia to come on 
a visit which he @id and wae so much impressed that his 
visit has lasted thus far twelve years. 

He has tried several times to obtain work with the 
PG&E Company to repair gas mters, but has been unsuc~ 
cessful ae he says it takes considerable pull to get ine 
to thie company. 

Ee obtained a job in Albany with e German sausage 
manufceturer with whom he worked three years. it seens 
a eoincidence thet he has worked ia cycles of three 
years in his past jobs, tut since the depression he has 
not been eo fortunete, during which time he has worked 
at the shoe repairing tueiness and then as a beotblack 
which he has followed for the pest four years, he owns 
, the stand tut is not satisfied with his calling but says 
| he would rather do that than walk the streets. 

fe hae two brothers in Italy who would like to come 
bere tut it is very herd to obtein entrance to the United 
States, and besides Mussolini has them drafted to do 
military work for eighteen months, for which they obtain 
food, clothing end about twenty five cents per daye 
The excercise they receive is very strenuous and they 
are glad when their service is overs 
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ITALIAN 

This man is the brother of a subject previous= 
ly discussed. He too was born in Caggiano, and 
like his elder brother, came to the United States 
at the age of fourteen, to seek his fortune. 

Unlike his brother, he spent a few years at- 
tending evening school in an endeavor to learn 
American customs and language, and prepare hims 
self for a business career. 

Upon his arrival in New York, he sold papers 
to earn his living, and later followed his bro- 
thers footsteps to California. In Los Angeles, 
he married into an Italian family, and proceeded 
to follow the tradition of raising a large family. 

He entered the steamship brokerage business, 
the real estate brokerage business, and has been 
a notary public. He managed to amass a good deal 
of money and property, but was hard hit by the 
depression. He still owns quite a bit of proper~ 
ty, but it's market value is greatly depreciated, 
and it is almost impossiple to convert it into 
money. | 

He is now sixty years of age, and like his 


brother has ten children, none of whom has had 
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an extensive education, but all of whom are doing 
well in a variety of occupations and businesses. 

Like his brother, he would like to return to 
Italy, but has to refrain from doing so because 
of his financial and family ties in this country. 

He has encountered very little racial preju- 
dice during his business career in this country, 
altho he encountered some during his boyhood 
while living in New York City, where the people 
of various nations often clashed in the poorer 


sections of the City. 
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ITALIAN 


These twin brothers are very recént arrivals 
from the city of Naples. They are young men of the 
better class and are very well educated. One of them 
is an architect, and the other is studying electrical 
engineering. 

The reacon for thédr emigrating is political. 
From what I could gather, their father had been arrest- 
ed for his political activities in opposition to the 
prdnent regime. With no prospect of an immediate trial, 
which, the sons clain, will be a farce, the sons concluded 
that they, being also under suspicion, had best emigrate. 

They intended to go to Brazil, but after find- 
ing thet the laboring and farming class of Italians were 
going to that country, they decided to come to the 
United States. 

Their home life in Naples and at a@ small country 
Place a few mile: from thet city was all that could be 
desired. They lived well and associated with the best 
society, but the fact that they were not favorablgeto the 
present Fascist Government made their situation decidedly 
uncomfortable. Their mother has passed away some years 
before, ond with no other near relative to consider, they 
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ports. Strangely enough, they had no trouble in getting 
them, so they concluded that the present government was 
glad to get rid of them. | 

After arriving in the United States, they stayed 
a short while in New York City. From there, they went 
to Buffalo, and then on to “hicage. There they bought 
an interest.in an Itslian Comméssion house, but after two 
months they found they had misplaced their confidence ~ 
and were allied with Blackshirt sympathizers, so they 
sold their interest at a considersble loss and came to 
California. 

They stopped in Los Angeles a month, then came 
to San Francisco. Their poor business penieas and the 
cost of travelling made a large dent in their finances, 
and it became necessary for them to get employement of 
some sort i mediately. . 

Besides Italian, they both speak French fluently 
and English almost as well, therefore, it wes but a short 
time before they were placed in positions which were, tho 
not lucrative, of a sort that promised advancement in the 
near future. 

The two boys have been doing what they could to 
free their father, but so far everything has been futile 
and they fear they will never see him again. Conditions 
in Italy are bad, no matter what reports the Italian 
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government sends out to the contrary. Wages ure low, 
and the people are kent in ignorance, but with the 
constant threat of war hanging over their heatd. 

The boys had intended going back to their old 
home some future day, but now that desire has entirely 
vanished, they are perfectly satisfied here, and are 
going to become American citizens and forget Italy and 
the insane Mussolini. 

They say thet people in america do not realize 
how well off they are, even with the depression, the 
country seems to be passing through that stage, and pass 


through it will. 
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ITALIAN 

This subject is fifty one years of age, having 
come to this country about thirty years ago from 
Naples, Italy, where he was a een He now has 
a little one man shop in his front foe, living in 
a small house at the rear of the shop. He has four 
grown children, three of whom are boys, two of whom 
are unemployed at the present, while the other is a 
truck driver for a produce house. The daughter who 
has never worked until the last year of so, is twenty- 
one years of age, has been married for the last two 
months and is working, sorting tomatoes in the Heinz 
factory. She is cultivating her voice, sings over 
the radio once in awhile but gets no pay for it. 

This family rent their house and the rent is 
paid, are getting along well, and like it here better 
than the old country, although would like very much 
to make atrip back merely for a visit of a few months, 

The mother passed away some six years ago and 
the girl'does the housework, as her husband, living 


with them is employed in a factory. 
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